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  Code Enforcement Off. 
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  Office Asst. II 
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Planning Commission Study Session on Downtown Specific Plan Update 
The Planning Commission held a review on the Downtown Specific Plan (DTSP) 
Update their regular study session on Tuesday, July 14, 2009.  This was the 
second of a series of study sessions on the DTSP Update.  The topics discussed 
in this study session included Chapter II Administration and Book II: Downtown 
Specific Plan Guidelines and Strategies.  Subsequent study sessions will 
address parking and the draft Program EIR.  A copy of the staff report is 
available at the Planning Department website at http://www.surfcity-
hb.org/Government/Departments/Planning/PJB/pcl/071409pcagenda.cfm.  The 
Planning Commission is slated to hold study sessions on the Downtown Specific 
Plan on July 28, August 11 and September 1.   
 
Additionally, a Downtown Parking Study has been prepared for the Downtown 
Specific Plan Update (DTSP) project.  The City of Huntington Beach is soliciting 
public input on the Downtown Parking Study for a one-week period commencing 
Monday July 20, 2009 and ending Monday July 27, 2009.  Any person wishing to 
comment on the Downtown Specific Plan Parking Study may do so in writing by 
Monday July 27th by providing written comments to Jennifer Villasenor, 
Associate Planner, City of Huntington Beach Planning Department, 2000 Main 
Street, Huntington Beach, CA  92648.  A copy of the Parking Study is available 
on the Planning Department website, http://www.surfcity-
hb.org/government/departments/planning/major/DTSP.cfm.  
Project Planner:   Jennifer Villasenor 
 
Update on the Senior Center 
On June 23, 2009 the Planning Commission approved the final design and 
landscape plans for the Senior Center in Huntington Central Park pursuant to the 
conditions of approval for Conditional Use Permit No. 07-039, approved by the 
City Council on February 4, 2008.  The Planning Commission’s approval of the 
final project design and landscape plans was appealed by Council Member Jill 
Hardy and is scheduled for City Council consideration, at a non-public hearing 
on August 17, 2009.  Additionally, pursuant to the conditions of approval, the City 
Council will hold a study session on the “green”/sustainable building practices for 
the Senior Center at the August 17 City Council meeting.    
Project Planner:  Jennifer Villasenor 
  
Council Adopts Fee Resolution 
The City Council adopted a Citywide fee resolution on June 15, updating user, 
development and rental fees for all City departments.  Pursuant to Council 
direction, the City adopted a full cost recovery, whereby fees are determined by 
the costs of providing each service covered by a fee.  The costs include time for 
department staff, staff from other departments, any materials, and Citywide 
overhead costs which include Administration, the City Attorney, Finance, Human 
Resources and other internal support functions.  Planning fees, which had not 
been increased since 2003, will implement the full cost recovery using a phased 
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approach.  Planning fees will be set at an 80 percent recovery level beginning 
August 16, 2009; they will adjust to 90 percent recovery on October 1, 2010 and 
100 percent on October 1, 2011.  A copy of the 2009 Planning Department fee 
schedule will be available by the end of July on the Planning Department website 
at http://www.surfcity-hb.org/government/departments/planning/.   
 
 
Newsrack Ordinance Amended 
At their June 15, 2009 meeting, the City Council approved amendments to the 
City’s Newsrack Ordinance, establishing design criteria for all newsracks 
citywide.   
 
The adopted changes provide for: 

• Uniform newsrack dimensions and colors (brown, green, red, white, 
and blue, solid colors), including single tray and pedestal (using K-Jack 
Mini-view 100 or similar). 

• No more than four units in a row, and no more than eight (8) units 
within two hundred (200) feet in the same block. 

• Branding language for display window and advertising rack cards. 
 
An introduction letter, along with an informational brochure, application form, and 
a copy of the newly amended ordinance will be sent out to all newsrack 
owners/vendors, informing them of the recent changes and newly adopted 
standards. Staff will be working with the owners/vendors to ensure all existing 
newsracks are made to comply with the new design criteria on a phased basis as 
follows:  

• All newsracks on Beach Boulevard by September 30, 2009 
• All newsracks on Warner and/or Edinger by December 31, 2009 
• All remaining newsracks by March 31, 2010 

Contact:  Mike Fuentes 
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